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Welcome
Ashley Ridge High School is 

committed to every student’s 

success.

We believe access to rigorous course 

work such as Advanced Placement ®

(AP ®) plays an important role in that 

success.
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What we’ll cover
What are Advanced Placement®

Courses?

The Benefits

What Is It Like to Take AP ®?

AP Exams

Next Steps: Help Your Child Make 

the Best Choices

Informational Sessions

AP Scholars 

Information Meeting
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Advanced 
Placement®

Courses

• AP® courses are college-level courses offered in 

high school

• Courses reflect what is taught in top introductory 

college courses

• Students will take the AP Exam at the end of the 

course, measuring their mastery of college-level 

work

• A score of 3 or higher on an AP exam can 

typically earn students college credit and/or 

placement into advanced courses in college

• At the end of this presentation we will spotlight 

how to view/compare college credit
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Our Advanced 
Placement®

Courses

• Arts:  Drawing, 2D Design, 3D Design, Music Theory

• Capstone:  Seminar & Research

• English:  Language, Literature

• History & Social Sciences:  Human geography, World 

History, European History, U.S. History, Government, 

Economics, Psychology

• Mathematics:  Calculus AB, Calculus BC, Statistics

• Sciences:  Biology, Chemistry, Environment Science, 

Physics

• World Language:  Spanish, French
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AP®: 
The Benefits

• Students learn rigorous college-level content 

and skills

• Taking AP is valued in the college admissions 

process

• AP courses are interesting and rewarding 

academic experiences

• Opportunity to earn valuable credit and 

placement in college

• Opportunities to explore topics in depth

• More time in and out of the classroom required 

to complete assignments and projects

• High expectations for critical thinking, analysis, 

synthesis, evidence, multiple perspectives, and 

clear written and verbal communications
9



AP®: The 
Benefits

• 85% of selective colleges and universities report 

that a student’s AP experience favorably 

impacts admission decisions

• Colleges rank grades in college-preparatory 

courses and strength of curriculum as the two 

top factors in the admission decision

• AP courses tell college admission officials that 

students are challenging themselves and 

preparing for the rigors they'll encounter in their 

college careers

AP® from the College 

Admissions Perspective
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AP®: Skills & 
Advantages 
that Last a 
Lifetime

• Taking an AP course helps students build 

critical thinking skills, confidence, and the 

essential time management and study 

skills needed for college success

• Nationally, research shows that students 

who score a 3 or higher on an AP Exam 

typically earn higher grade point 

averages in college and have higher 

graduation rates than their non-AP 

peers*

*2009, The College Board, “The Relationship Between AP Exam 

Performance and College Outcomes" 11



Myth Reality

AP courses are for students who 
always get good grades.

AP courses are for any students who are academically prepared and 
motivated to take college-level courses.

AP courses are too stressful. AP courses are challenging, but the support you receive from 
classmates and teachers can help you manage the work load.

I don’t think I will score high 
enough on the AP Exam to get 
college credit.

You don’t need to score a 5.  Many colleges grant credit—and 
placement—based on a 3 or higher on an AP exam.

Taking AP courses could hurt my 
GPA

AP courses are weighted higher than any other level of course.  Taking 
AP courses shows colleges that you are willing to challenge yourself 
academically.

I can’t take AP because no one 
has recommended me.

If you think you’re ready to take a AP course, then be an advocate for 
yourself.  Talk with a teacher or your counselor.



AP® Equity & 
Access Statement

• The College Board and the Advanced Placement 
Program encourage teachers, AP coordinators, and 
school administrators to make equitable access a 
guiding principle for their AP programs. The College 
Board is committed to the principle that all students 
deserve an opportunity to participate in rigorous and 
academically challenging courses and programs.

• All students who are willing to accept the challenge of 
a rigorous academic curriculum should be 
considered for admission to AP courses. The Board 
encourages the elimination of barriers that restrict 
access to AP courses for students from ethnic, racial, 
and socioeconomic groups that have been 
traditionally underrepresented in the AP Program. 
Schools should make every effort to ensure that their 
AP classes reflect the diversity of their student 
population.
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AP Exams

• AP Exams are administered by schools worldwide on set 
dates in May each year.

• Exams are typically 2–3 hours and include:

• Multiple-choice questions

• Free-response items such as essays, problem solving, 
document-based questions and oral response

• Colleges and universities give credit or advanced 
placement for qualifying AP Exam grades

• Most of the nation’s colleges and universities, plus colleges 
and universities in 24 other countries, grant students 
admission, credit, and/or placement for qualifying AP Exam 
grades.

• Qualifying AP Exam grades may allow a student to:

• Graduate in three or three-and-a-half years

• Enter upper-level courses

• Complete a double-major
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Credit & 
Placement 
Opportunities

• Each college and university has its own policies 
regarding AP® credit and placement. The 
College Board offers information about AP credit 
at thousands of college and universities at 
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/creditandplac
ement/search-credit-policies.

• Credit and Placement Opportunities

• Search by school name or alphabetically

• Data for each school includes a direct link to 
that school’s Web page detailing AP credit and 
placement policies

• A statement from the college or university about 
its AP policy
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Next Steps

• Attendance

• 90% attendance or better is expected 

• Students who are in the habit of missing more 

than 10 days a year for any reason are not 

good candidates for AP classes.

• Workload & Time Commitment

• Each Advanced Placement class will have a 

minimum of 5 hours of homework per week.

• Some Advanced Placement classes have a 

summer work requirement prior to the beginning 

of the course.

Making the Best Choices for 

Success
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The Right Fit

• What AP course is right for me?

• Before you talk to a teacher or counselor, think 

about what interests you:

• Which courses do you enjoy most in school? In 

which subjects do you excel?

• What college majors are you considering? What 

careers excite you?

• Ask your counselor or teacher the following 

questions:

• In which AP courses at our school am I likely to 

do well?

• Are there other courses that can help me 

succeed in AP or prepare me for college and 

careers?

Choosing an AP Course
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Resources

• AP information: apstudent.collegeboard.org

• College and Career Planning: bigfuture.org

• Personalized feedback, practice and college 

planning based on your PSAT/NMSQT® results: 

My College QuickStart™

• www.collegeboard.org/quickstart

• AP credit policy information from colleges and 

universities:

• https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/creditand

placement/search-creditpolicies

• AP Potential: 

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/exploreap

/ap-potential

19

http://www.collegeboard.org/quickstart
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/creditandplacement/search-creditpolicies
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/exploreap/ap-potential


AP Scholars 
Academy

20



AP Course Fair

• At this time we invite you to visit teachers and 

students for specific courses.

• Discuss your options for AP enrollment.

• Complete the AP Application Agreement.
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